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Meanwhile, within the Versailles frontiers of the Reich3 the Gleich-
schaltung of the Lander was clinched and regularized by the promulga-
tion, on the 8th April, of a unification bill under which the Reichs-
kommissarships were replaced by Statthalterships. Herr Hitler him-
self took the Statthaltership of Prussia and promptly appointed
Captain GGring to be his Prussian Prime Minister on the llth April.
Meanwhile, within the bounds of Prussia itself, the process of regional
Gleichschaltung had been carried further by the seizure of a number
of municipalities in the Rhineland—culminating, on the 13th March,
in the replacement of Dr. Adenauer, the constitutional Chief Burgo-
master of Cologne, by a Nazi naval officer.1 This stroke completed
the administrative Prussification of the Catholic Rhineland with its
ancient civic and ecclesiastical traditions—a process which had been
begun, more than a century back, when the Rhineland had been placed
under Prussian sovereignty in the Peace Settlement of 1814-15.2
Though this Gleichschaltung of the Lander and the Rhineland was
carried out under a coalition regime, it was the exclusive work of
the Nazis de facto; and the Nazis took the opportunity of strengthen-
ing their hands by assigning to their own party-members all the new
posts of political vantage which they had thereby captured. Ironi-
cally, the discomfiture of the Nationalists was completed after the
passage of an Enabling Bill which conferred virtually dictatorial
authority, for a four years' period, nominally upon the Nazi-Nationa-
list Coalition Government, but de facto upon the Nazis alone. This
Bill—the passage of which had been one of the principal objects for
which the elections of the 5th March had been held—was duly passed
by the new Reichstag on the 23rd March after being introduced in
a speech from the Chancellor. The powers thereby conferred upon
the Ministry were transferred partly from the Reichstag and partly
from the President. The Bill was voted for by all parties present
except the Social-Democrats (the Communist deputies were in jail).
1	Dr. Adenauer and the City Council of Cologne were accused by tlieir
National-Socialist assailants of personal corruption.   Such accusations were
freely made against many prominent representatives of the Weimar system,
and in certain cases they would appear to have been at least partially justified.
At the same time, it was virtually impossible for impartial outside investigators
to ascertain the real truth of this matter during the reign of a Nazi regime
which had the strongest political interest in making such accusations under
conditions that rendered a free investigation impossible.
2	It is important to bear in mind that, from beginning to end, the process of
Prussification in the Ehineland was limited to externals. It availed neither to
change the characters of Tonnes and Schehl, nor to weaken their devotion to
their ancestral faith.   This truth must have been obvious to any foreign
observer who had an opportunity of watching a Corpus Christi procession in
Rhenish Prussia at Whitsuntide 1934.

